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BIOGRAPHIC SKETCE ON GENERAL REINHARD' GEBLEN

Genexral Reinhard Gehlen is a professional military and
intelligence officer. Until his retirement on 30 April 1968,
he was President of the Bundesnachrichtendienst (BND), the’
¥West Gexrman Federal Intelligence Service, as vell as chief

. of its predecessor organizations formsd at: the end of World
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War IX. ' e
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General Gehlen was born 3 April 1902 in Erfurt. He BED
currcatly lives in Berg on the Starnberg Lake near Munich. =gg$“
He finished his formal schooling in 1920 and entered the mili- sSe..
tary service directly. He received his commission as second ST g
Ooo

lieutenant in 1923 and served his initial tours of duty in :
the horse artillexy. He married in 1931 and.in 1935 he at-
tended the War Academy in Berlin. At that time he held the
rank of captain. By 19232 and shortly before the outbreak of
- World -War IX, he was promoted to major. He participated in
-the Polish campaign, but by 1940 he was transferred to a
headquarters pust. At that time he bedéame an aid to.
General Halder, who.was Chief of the.Gemeral Staff. 'Ee was
promoted to lieutenant colonrel in 1841 and became chilef of
Fremde Heere Ost in 1842, '(Fremde Heere Ost: /Foreign Armies
Eagt/ -was that sectlion of the German High Command charged
with resporsibility for charting the enemy order of hattle
on. the dastern f{ront. It was. essentially an evaluation unit
and worked closely with the Abwehr. It did engage in line
croaaing operations as the wir progressed, however.) Gehlen
received his promotion to colonel socon after taking over
Fremde Heere Cst and by 1944 was promoted to ‘brigadier gen-
eral, In the course of .preparing estimates on enemy order
of battle, he reached the coénclusion as early as 1943 that
the German cause on -the -eastern front was lost : and his con-
tinued pessimistic evaluations led to a reprimand from Hitler,
"and in the last days of the war he was relieved of command
by order of Hitler. Long before that day General Gshlen had
already consulted with senior members of hig staff and made
plans to continue their efforts against the Russians after
the inevitable capitulation of the German Axmy, but in co-
operation: with the American Army. General Gehlen conse-
guently cached his files in the Bavarian Alps and withdrew
to that area in the final days of ithe war. He subseguently
surrendered to the Americans, and after his iniltial POW de~
briefings, ne preasented his plan for the continued colleciion
" of order of battle information of the Soviet Armies.
General Gehlen was motivated by his strong . view that the po—
sition of the Soviet Axrmy so deep in Europe counstituted a ’
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real threat to Western civilization. His views were go
strong that he was able to convince his captors of these
views. He was then flown back to Washington in 1946 for
further debriefings, and the decigion was made at the G-2
level io allow General Gehlen to reform his unit and to per-
mit him to engage in & collection effort againat +ha Saviet
Army in Eastern Europa., Some )
were appropriated for this effort. Ganéral Gehlen succeeaed
in reforming his unit and raetrieving most of his files., He

‘operated under G—~2 sponsorship from 1946 until 1949 when.CIA

28sumsd resgponsibility for the Gehlen .organization as it was
then known., From 1949 until 1956 General Gehlen devoted his
full ensrgies to legalizing his organization as the West
Gorman Federal Intelligence Service. He achieved this goal
in March 1956 and thereby became. its first president, He
became directly responsible to the Chancellor’s officer,

© After legalization he strove to develop his organiwation

intc a world-wide intelligence service having collection ca-
pabilities and liaison on a world-wide basgis. He has gone a
long way toward accomplishing this goal,.

As a personality General Gohlen still remains essentially

2 professional military officer in habits and attitudes
though he never entered on active duty after World War II,
He is, however, a lisutenant general in the reserve. At one
time he was an accomplished horseman though he no longer per-
mits himself this luxury, primarily because of time consid-.
evations, He is a family man and has four children., It is
believed General Gehlen leads a quiet life outside of his
official duties. In all things he is esgentially conserva-
tive. He rarely entertains, and he does not drink, His
Engligh is fluent, and he is soclally poised and very much
at ease among senior American officialg. 8ince his retire~
ment -he hax been engaged in writing his memoirs and compil-

" ing a history of the BRD,

General Gehlen was guccseded on 1 May 1968 by General
Gerhard Wessel, his adjutant in Fremde Hasre Ost, who was
instrumental in aseisting in the formation of the Gehlen or-
ganization, Wessel has served with the BND,; theo West German
Hinistry of Defense, and the NATO Military Committee in
Washington and Brussels.
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GEHLEN, Kolnhard,
by 3 dvr 2902,

1933, rali.

t9e6 Jul 12

Jan 19 -

Chronaloglcgl information;

1908.20
1920, Apr
1923

Huzanistisches Gyrnasium Breslau, Graduated,
Intered mfl{ service (artillery),
Corriasionsd ‘Seoond Lisutspant, .
ted First Lieutenant, .
Married Herta (nes von SIIBCITZ-KURZBACK) CGEMLEN on 11 Qct 1931, Glogau.
Travelled to Rore, Italy (leavs), .
dttended Wor dcsdexy, Borlin,
Proxoted Captatn, .
Travelled to Pinland ang 8ueden (leave), .
First Ceneral Staff Cfficer 10 Departmant Fortifications.,

German Wehrrnacht troop duty Poland, France, Tugoslavia, Greece y ﬁusaia.
Battery Commandar, *° *

Promoted Hafor, .
Ia (5-3) 213th Infantry Divisien,

1 N ' .
OKH Gruppa Landesbafestigung (Chier, Fortifications Seot TGoneral Sterr),
Alde (4djutent) to Chisf of Ceners} Staff, Ceneral HALDER,

Chisf Gruppenleiter I, Ost (Sect _Chiet' vithin Dept for Flans and Oiara.ticuv).
Pronoted Lieutonant Colonsl, .

Chief ABT Frende Heere Oi't. f
Prototed Colonel,
Propoted Brigadier General,

Disnissed by Speciel Order of Hitler on oty
Prisoner of ¥er, U.S.

Prisoner of ‘Yar
Prisoner of. A by Har Dopartment,
Foner of War returned from the Statas on 5 June,
Since has cooporated with USIS,
GEHLEN . ;

of &prij,

Reinhard 5 -
Profeasion; Yerchant :
Address: o/o pr, ERHAADT

10 Guont!wmburg MNleo

Fraukfurt o/M,

Ssveral trips to S\dturlzmd, Lustriq, Itely, Spein and Frence,

Subject documntaed €2 having lived in Vuhing'ton,~u. C. during this ‘poriod.

Coerman stamp, : "
Londoa &irport,

Harvick, England, . . _
Hock of Hollend, Y .
Kon. Warechaus Venlo stat. (Dutcy bordsr), I
Garmun stamp, This Information

Was avtrantad £Iom

Dover, .

-U Havenocostends. Passport,
gig;m_z Horbesibal 27, (Inizratieo ltuzpi.np),
Belzique-S Horboalhal, : . .
Relglo~S HYavenoostends Zon:urtpolitio u, PN . . )
Jover, .
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UTILITY figures of
SS, SD & SA

51 out of 1102 ZIPPERites = 5%

"POB Figures of
SS, SD,& SA

50 out of 600 ZIPPERites = 8% checked

From the Above comnarison we see that POB's records show only a 3%
higher incidence of. SS, SD and SA-{ypes than did UTILITY's statement,
In fact, from a review of our findings we find nothing to seriously re-
fute ZIPPER's claims "that in terms of SS and SD percentage they are
better off than most [ 3 ministries.®
L. By way of further comparison it is intereéting t6 note figures
recently compiled by'CZ;JEonn from Berlin Documents Center records which
showAthat the present Bundestag has 129 or 26,5% former NSDAP members,
UTILITY in a memo dated 8 March 1950 to ~. 7 stated that:
.AOf all full time coworkers of the staffs of our orgahization
(including District Agencies), 28 percent of the 785 coworkers
in question were former menmbers of the NSDAP.“‘
We may consider UTILITY’& 28 percent figure to be a fairly conservative
one in view of the fact that ([ 3 study [ 3 shows up

only 13% ZIPPERites in all former Nazi categories.
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NAME

2B R g
NATIONALITY ,‘(mnm ‘ BIRTHOATE o
: BiRTHPLACE ;E’;T:- 4
L/
PRESENT PO.;ITION!‘, Chiar, Jintcui -enue e . "y
Organigation ; E e _‘_41
- . Sex 8% e J’E?
LocAT 10N . Mar 1 1AL S YaTus . Mf’"
NAME OF SPOUSE ~J
EH. CCUFATIOH CHILDREN
G 0 Intelligenca Ageat ‘
9 RELIGION
Eoucaf 1 oK ;
/ . ‘ : POLITICAL AFFILIATION
! .
ANGUAGES -
/ ‘ ATTITuc: TowarRDS: U.S, fpttatiom
: /’ . 4,{&’%’3
’ H b
% HoHORS ¥ . U.S.S.R. E’a,M
REMARRE ," '

l

F‘m&r"ﬁam%&l Rheinhardt GRBLElL, wio sorved in Hitler's Geperal Staff

ag Chiaf dr ¢ Uspartuant of Forelgn Amaies reportedly currently heads s.xecret
orgmiuti ] in 'K st Cermany whioh evaluatoo intelligenca froa the Eest, hen the
Bitler arrdén;collapsad in 1945, Gehlen i vaicd to hawe gcciaped westward with mcit
of tho sec rﬁ;’f tm of his dopartment. [o allegsadly xupt in'his contmdl nzmy of

the top-secret 186ts: of Gormen apcnts planted im Loe foviet Unicn end the eagtern
nelghbor rtates /tifoh subsequently beckss faviet satcliiles, fie suppowedly had the
key to the cspiboage network built vy Censrie, Rimalar end Gohelleoberg. The Amerie

‘oans. roperd took hm prisoner but poil Lovr long because inerican inicllligarnce
chiefg Tepo y bocins very impresecd by his ideas and tis documantation whish

.be wosn able pnt &l their disposal. 7They ere sald to have got kix up In an office
and pergil hix to plok & sadl stall of ex-ibwehr offfcerz (Cen, Canxris's Intelli-

penne  Serrd, ) wast, of whoa were equipped with good anti-Yasi records., <ithin & few
weske Oehin “wap providing excdllanmt reparts on Sovist adlitary and poidtical &ctivi-
tian in'f"t.h' ‘euptarn Kooa and way sdabysquontly pesmiitsd to expsnd hls staff and hie
scope of: a:ctivitics. Ax he expanded, howevor, many Haxis, 58 men and SD ren orept
inte i brgmiu’uion whero tbey enjoysd full protecticn,

Lodqy behlnn's ssplonuga oryanizatlion ie satd to buve sgseals ino &11 parte of the
vorld. = The, Af'mriwrw 1aportedly supply tho funds which swounte to [ Ta
voir. Tho. fox‘rxar ‘Doneral 1z sald to be able o multiply this s to nany tines its
ordeinsl-Ymlun throagh olever businsea coals. It is bslfeved that he hes slready
sanogoded i plling up a substantixl reserve wiich would oasble hir to carry of.ine
depﬁnd-anmy gliouldl the Axericsnns cense Lo support him. The matsrls) colloeted by
Oehlen”is ‘maid to bo of first ¢lase valué, 1/ The foterpretation of it, doms by his

R 58 and oproved forRalase
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denoral )

codruoed)

skila.  .oflysts at their hesdgusrtecss in Kunich haz impreased pot ouly tho imerd-
capns but the [ T and the O 7 g well., 4 Bevy intelligeace report of Hovem-~
ber 19L8 states. that. Gehlen's orgenization asinteins 15 to 16 outer listeniny posts
.alcug the btorders of the Russian ovcupled zone wuile the organication iteelf is
acuposad of Letwsen 30 and 0 Osmerwl Staff officers and 50 to 60 othsr officers. 2/

. 'Tha danger of ZIohlen's organiintion lics in the future, It has slrsady becoms
an-{rmenss underground. power in Germiny and has key men in &ll Serman voverment

cofficen, in the police, newspaperc, radie stations, etc. Iils organization has even
.penetratéd ithe Adenisuar Goverpuwent's Office for ths Protection of ths Constitution

(ddes retipolice office). 1/ Gohlen has baen muggestsd for & position with
ANIEOLLIcs, ;800rding to oeveral reports. 3/ L/ In any event for thic present, hiws

‘retwork fis enly. uing 1ts underground powsr to oxpend 1t {influence still fatber,
géﬁ{iﬁit;};x‘f&ﬁb&rdn;ztrategm positionz, and cover ex-¥azis and 8S =en from any per-

#oéi:ion

O-shlfmhi‘caalf 18 reportedly not ambltious for political power: (He is bhowever
c ioabar; of the Brudmcbal‘t)'g’ S/ Hie hope mupposedly is to bocome, the
‘ehiidLiof  the Duropean drmy. The meny ex-Hazds ard ex-offinsrs high up

na,>however,. are regardec -85 ambitious and representing ths rozl danger.

EXPRESS,: 17-Harch 1952, Unclassified.

Coknaveorper; :350+8=48, 15 Hoveuber 19U8 (B-3), Secret.
miHaport;. 7 Aprdl.1950, Confidential.

688 0L Bont Beso “to "G Frinkfurt, 1t kpril 1950, Sscret.
ata, BIi{Ies,  Conlidential.,
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General Reinhard Gehlen isg President of the Kest Ger—

onommxc SKETCH ON GENERAL REINHARD GERHLEN

man Federal Intelligence Service. (BND)

Born 3 April 1902 in Erfurt, Gernany,.he tiniéhed*his
formal schooling in 1920 and entered military service dir-
ectly, receiving his coesmission in 1923. Attending the
¥ar Academy in Berlin in 1936, he became 2 rajor in 1939, _
2 brigadier general in 1944, _

.'In charge of Foreign Armies~East in 1943, he came to
believe the German cause on the Eastern ifont .wxa losts
Reprinanded by Hitler for his negative .opinions, he was
! ultiuxtely disuissed toward the War's end, After caching
his files in Bavaria, he surrendered to the Anericans.
! . Reforning his unit, General Gehlen operated under G-2
' ‘auspices from 1946 until 1949 when Cia assumed sponsorship.
The Gehlen Organization. vas legalized as the West German
R Sgrvice in March 1958,
..General Gehlen has expanded his activities to the

fﬁh point that his. organization has been accepted 88 a world-
// : vide gervice. Expected to retire within the next two or

' three years, he lives quietly with his wife in Berg on the
Starnberg Lake nesr Munich. He speaks good Englig?.
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. PI.EASE CONVEY FOLLOWIKG TO UI‘ILITY mom " _IAT 17 APRIL DINNER:
' & "AS YOUR: AMERICAN. FRIENDS GATHER THIS EVENING TO
| - omrcumz BID YOU PAREWELL FROM THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY,
I AH 'SURE THAT MUCH WILL.BE SAID BY MY AMERICAN COLLEAGUES'
-'Asow YOUR commmxon IN. THE Immasxm PIELD. I WOULD
" .JOIN THEM IN THIS Exm;ssmx BUT WOULD.NOTE mm IN THE UNCERTAIN
YEARS: AFTER’ WORLD WAR 11 THE commm'xons YOU PERSONALLY
“AND msrmxomm MADE TO' LAYING 'rms Fommmons ON WHICH
- coomzm'rxov BETHEEH memm AND-THE msmmr NATIONS, 'PARTICULARLY K
. AMERICA, WERE- BUILT MAY 53 JUDGED IN: EISTORY AS YOUR GREATEST
j-_'f;..'commurxon 7O wxsmmr szcmzm AND THE CAUSE OF PEACE. TO
| HAVE BEEN AN. OBSERVER AND PARTICIPANT IN THAT mom WAS FOR ME
S “WTQUE AND PROVILEGED EXPERIENCE. "
“ END OF: mzssmx
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3 REINHARD GENLEN 8131 BERG mx: STARNBERG, nxx & I'ebruary, 1 969
Présdident des BND a.D. TameRaRe };;;:VZ‘E.&W N
ugperalleutnant d.R.a.D, ’ C7-//5S

‘Deqf Mr. Helms,

Wot only the United 3tates but Aalso all
cooperatlng Intelllbence leaders in the West com—
plain the death of the Honorable Mr. Allen Dulles
who was for all of us a symbol of seriousness and
honesty in our common efforts to. work for a peace-
ful world. It is not a001dental that in the past
in order to avoid his name in. written documents
we used- the cover name "The Gentleman". He always
proved.to be not only an outstanding American offlcial
but also a friend of Germany. Durlnu all -the years

"I admired his Toresight, h;s_experlence and his
broadmindedness. So I will always remember this
great man as representative‘of-the Amprican intelli-
gence effort during a lonp “time. We partlclpatp in
your grief.

B R e N L o U b AT

ASinéerely yours

2,

Apploved Tor Release
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i

¥

N .

E . t.' . WALDETRANSX &8

S R L 70-3r527
jro e :

Dear Mr, Helnms,

; . I want to. thank vou very much for your

i kind birthday letter and your birthday congratvlations which
were forwarded to me by Heing Herre. It was very kxind of yon
“to remember this day in spite of the nressure of your work,

i ) . I can imagine that during the last months the working condi-

i tions have been and still are difficult for your service and
for yourself, My thoughts and those of my friends are with you,
wishing you good success.

Again just under the vresent circum —
stances I remember wi.th gratitude our agreeable .cooperation.

With best w1shps and resards to you and
Mrs. Helms, also from ny wife,

Sincerely,

vy
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26 September 1961
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MEMORANDUM FOR:
Sefton Delmertis Articles on Gehlen in the

SUBJECT:
Sunday T elegraph

These two articles are subtly and maliciously slanted,

1,
either as a result of British distaste for German militarists or
Here are a

a more sinister intent to serve Communist ends.

few examples:
a. Delmer says that at the end of the war Gehlen was
He wasn't, He was

in command of all anti-Soviet operations?',

in ' command of German military intelligence against the USSR..

Then as now, he was mainly concerned with 'CB. . B

b. YFor his own work bad shown him that OSS had, not
even begun to function in the Soviet Union" (by the end of the war).
True, it had not, But there is a nasty implication here that
Gehlen had been busily at work against the OSS'and had been so
successful that he knew what it was doing and what it wasn't,
uFor most of that first conversation Gehlen was

. Co
examining /General/ Patterson, not Patterson Gehlen,* Here
Delmer is describing Gehlen's first postwar contact with U.S.
intelligence. How does he know? He wasn't there, The
invention iz in line with Delmex's consistent attempt to show
Gehlen as véry clever and very sinister, '
d. "And it was in Washington that Geéhlen made his all-

important deal - the deal which was the dream of Himmler and

Sche]le,n'_berg, the deal which enabled hirn to revive a section of
Hitler!s General Staff and lay the foundation of German rearmament -

at a ﬁ.n}q'when such rearmament was still anathema; oo This
is distorted and vicious, Gehlen 1aid the fonndation for postwar’

German intelligence, not the Genéral'Stgff or -armaments.
EXEMPTIONS Sectior
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e. ‘'For not only was he able to turn his unit into a shadow
of Gexman General Staff but more important still he was now in a
position to supply the Americans with the kind of intelligence which
would make them feel that it was essential to recreate the German
Army to helpin the defence of Europe against the Russians, " The
same twist is evident here, Some of Gehlen's key people were and
are officers; others were not, The model on which the organization
was fashioned was, naturally, the FHO (Fremde Heere Ost) of the
OKW, not the General Staff itself, And Gehlen's product was not
diabolically altered to pit us against the Soviets or to lay the.
groundwork for the remilitarization of Germany, Here and else-
where, Delmer portrays the Americans as the naive dupes of the
subtle, scheming Gehlen,

f, Delmer also charges that Gehlen's organization recruited
many former SD and Gestapo members. This is an old Communiat
canard, Most of Gehlen's people were straight G-2 types, a few were
Abwehr, but very few were SD or Gestapo, pr ecmely because Gehlen
knew he conld not afford them politically - and also because these
types were looked upon with distaste by the professional officer class. -

g. The second article starts, 'Berlin remains the main

‘battlefield in the-war between the two rival gangs of Hitler!'s former

Secret Service men, ' The main 11e hexe is_the agsumption of
morsl - 01 immoral - equality between East and West, This he
is basic to Communist propaganda, -Another lie is the 'Hitler

Secret Service men' - i,e., SD and. Gestapo, as noted above, As

a matter of fact, some of Gehlen!s. key people were part of the
mﬂz.tary plot aga.mst Hitler,

. 2. The ‘two a;rt.lcles are, in effect, mischievous. Their net
effect is to render a service to the East, not the West.

L -
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SUBJECT: Biographic Sketeh of General Reinhard GEHLEN

1. Genergl GEHLEN is the President of the West German TFederal
Intelligence Service. He has held this position since 31 March 1956
when the predecessor organization became legalized. During the
postwar period end prior to that time General GEHLEK headed the private
Intelligence organization which vore his name before becoming the
present West German Federal Intelligence Service.

2. General GEHLEN was born 3 April 1902 in Erfurt and was educatbed
in Breslaun. He entered the military service in 1920 and was. commissioncd
in 1923. His first service was in the horsc cavalry. In 1935 he attended
the War Academy and subsequently became a Generel Steff Corps officer.

He was a batiery coimander at the outbreak of World War II and was alnost
‘immediately promoted to the rank of lajor. He Tilled = number of staff
assignments coming in close contact with Generals HALDER and HEUSINGER.
By 1942, ne was placed in cormand of Fremde Herre Ost which was roughly
the German equivalent of American G-2 intelligence operations on the
Gexrman Bast front. He was o cdlonel at this time and was soon promoted
to Generalmajor. His unit had both an operational and an analysis
function regaxding Soviet Army order of battle on the East i‘rom:. He’
aroused the ire of Hitler as early as 19%3 when during the course of

an order of battle briefing for Hitler it was implied the German Army
was facing defeat., Nevertheless his or'fanlzé.tlon continued to function
_effectively during the remainder of the war under General Staff Corps
protection at the time when the Abwehr dis:_ntefrrated. By the tinme the
generel militaxy pituatlon began to disintegratey: GEHLEN made plans with
.several of his senior officers to withdraw with the.files for. the purpose
of éaching “then in Bavaria. Basié plans were also laid for recontac»ing
key personnel ofter the inevitable surrender in event o continuation of
their work were possibl:.

. 3. In May 1945 ard from e hideout in. Bavaria, General GEHLEN
surrendered. o the Unitod States Army. During the course of his interro-
‘gation he chose to reveal his ideas and pldns for a continuation of his
worh. Ile and certain of his coworkers were sent to Camp Richey for a
more deteiled- -interrogation and a decision was nade at the G-2 level to .
return General GEHLEN to Germeny and allow him to. rebuild his organizatlon
under G-2 responsibility. His organization was first loceted. in Oberurscl
and. later in Pullach. In 19’48 -CIA was..requested to look into the
CEHIEN Organization with a view ¥6 making a decision to take it over. BY
1949, the decision was made and Pul_lach Operations Base was crear,ed to
conduct liaison with the German orgenization and assist them as.-necessary. .
GEHLEN worked during this period to preserve the integrity of his oxganization.
from American control so that it would be-politicelly acceptable to Bonn at
the proper time. The essential Anern.can position wvas that oi‘ hold:.nc-; the.
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German orgenization together so that it would be available to Ronn when
they required such an organization. General CEHIEH vorked during this

perlod to achieve the lecbl:.zat:.on of his owpanization which was uccomp]_ished.

): in March 191%6

I, Gereral GEHLEN has always enjoyed a personal relationship with
iir. Dulles and uis nmed:.a.te predecessors. Privileged. cormunications

/have ‘veen exchanged. ~
. i

d v

5+ General GEHLEN is married and has three demghters and a son
ranging in.age from the late teens to the mid twentles. One of his
daughters is married to his Bonn office representative. General GEHLEN
appears to enjoy relatively good health despite a gall bpladder or liver
condition. fe does not drink nor smoke. It is expected that he will
continue in his present position for several. more years before he chooses
to retire. He lives in & house on Leke Starnberg some ten miles south
of Munich. He lives there in as inconspicuous a manner as possible as is
his ‘characteristic of codduct of official matters.
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22 March 1962

Daar General Gehlen,

I wizh to extend to you on the ocezaion of your
eixticth birthdey my sincere congraotulstions. Araaluilo-
stont hoo: bszn reasched snd with my congrstulsticns I send
“best wiches for your good Lealth end.ooqtinuod succezs. I
look back with grest plocture on cur mestings &iring the
past years e the opportumity they sfforésd Lor us to rensw
'mmewmmme
mmom
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